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the Indian production of natural indigo. Com-
mercial universities pay the nation in the long
run. Have we a single one in India? And
how many books of historical criticism have
the Indian universities produced ? A history of
India, Indian in sentiment, criticial in its esti-
mate of India's civilization, her achievements
and failures, her wisdom and the aspirations
which spring eternal in her heart, has yet
to be written* The present educational system
retains its aloofness from the life of the nation.
The Hindu and Islamic cultures have little
meaning for the young graduate; nor is he
given opportunities in India to assimilate the
modern culture which the great universities of
Europe and America study and enrich for the
betterment and efficiency of the West.
Indian universities cannot help in the task
of reconstruction as long as their freedom
is fettered, Indian universities must exercise
the right of self-determination. Independence
of thought and freedom of development are
essential to the health and enrichment of
university life. Indian universities, in other
words, must become national, in the right
sense of the word; they will then become
vernacular universities. Far be it from me
to ignore the value of English and other
European languages, I believe in the value
of English literature, history and politics ;